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Hispanic Heritage Month

Eachyear, Americans observe National Hispanic
Heritage Month from15 September- 15 October to
celebratethe contributions of American citizens
whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the
Caribbean, Central America, and South America
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culture, proud heritage, and the building of this great
nation.
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Hispanic Heritage Month

AsWorld War Il sets in, many
Latinos enlist in the U.Smilitary ?
proportionately the largest ethnic
group serving in the war.

Dr. Albert Baez, together with Paul
Kirkpatrick, develops the first Xray
microscope to observe living cells. His
daughter, Joan Baez, will becomeveorld
famous writer, singer, and a human
rights activist.
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Dr. Héctor P.Garcig a physician and
decorated World War |l veteran foundsthe
American G.l. Foruman organization
created to ensure that Hispanic veterans
receive benefits provided underthe G.I. BIll
of Rights of 1944.

Macario Garciabecomes the firstMexican
national to receive a U.SCongressional
Medal of Honor, yet isrefused service at
the Oasis Café neanis home in Texas.

1940s 34
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Physicist Luis Walter Alvarez leaves his

=28 _14 post at the Massachusetts Institute of
% Technology to join the Manhattan

- A Project to develop the first atomic bomb.
He is respon5|ble for the development of the triggering

deviceused inthe first plutonium bomb.

Second Lieutenant Carmen Maria Lozano
Dumler,becomes thefirst Puerto Rican
woman to become a United States Army
officer.
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Ritchie Valens becomes the first Hispanic rock
' star with his hit recordingof# 1 | A / 1T h
Go. He also is the first Mexican American

ey l&‘*‘-

-—

.. successfully cross over into mainstream rock.

Venezuelan shortstop LuisAparicio
becomes the first Hispanic American
In U.S. professional baseball to be

nf@?)j B%Okie of the Year.
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"% Captain Manuel J. Fernandez Jr., flies 125
combat missions during the Korean Wa.
SRR His 14.5 victories place him among the top
¥ S U.S. Air Force aces of the two world wars
& "R and the Korean War combined.

Biochemist SeveroOchoa becomes the first
Hispanic to win a Nobel Prize in physiology
D) @ for the synthesis of ribonucleic acid (RNA

A, : W He shares the prize with former student

)SOSArthUF Kornberg.
R
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Henry B. Gonzalez attractshational

the U.S. Supreme Court's decision
Brown v. Board of Education case.

attention for holding the longestfilibuster
(36 hours) in the history of the Texas
Legislature. He succeeds in stopping
segregationbills aimed at circumventing

the

Thelandmark production of West SideStory
premieres on Broadway, chronicling the racial
tensions of the '40s and '50s.

1950s
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Horacio Rivero Jr. becomegshe first
Puerto Rican and Hispanic fowstar
Admiral, and second Hispanic to
become a full Admiral inthe modern
U.SNavy.

. West Side Storys made into a film;
the role of Anita goegdo Rita Moreno,
who takes home an Academy Award
for her performance.
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Rican and first Hispanic golfer to win the
Denver Open. He will become one of
POl £ZAOOET T Al CI 1 £60
| The first bilingual education program in
& public schools begins at Coral Way
o Zh@N Elementary School in Miami. The
' e  experimental program serves as a model

5" \‘ ;,.
for Congress In its 1968 passage of the
19605 Bilingual Education Act.

Into golf as a caddy, becomes the first Puert
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The Supreme Court reverses the
conviction of Daniel Escobedo, ruling that
the police violated his constitutional

e rights by refusing his request for a lawyer
This verdlct lays the foundation for the Miranda decision

requiring police to inform suspects of their rights.
Rose Franco is thdirst female PuertoRican

ChiefWarrant Officer in the U.S Marine Corps.
She is later namedAdministrative Assistant to |
Paul HenryNitze, the Secretaryof the Navy.

1960s
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@ Nancy Lopez becomes the firgjolfer to win
% the Rookieof the Year Award, Player of the

u&; Year Award, andvare Trophy in the same
season She will become thefirst woman to

| receive the France©Ouimet Award for lifelong

contributions to golf.

— The Congressional Hispanic Caucus is

* | founded to provide Hispanic congressme
i and senators the opportunity to

= = strengthen roles of Hispanics at all levels

19703 of government.
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1 Roberto Clementdbecomes the first
Puerto Rican baseball player to be named
to the Hall of Fame. He will serve later on

2 _ fourteen all-star teams, and will become
§% ‘ one of sixteen players to have 3,000 hits
during his career.

RomanaAcostaBanuelosbecomes the :
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In the position in U.S. history. She is also
founding member of Executive Women In

197 S Government.
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L N4 Everett AlvarezJr., a U.SNavy Commander

\ | who endured one of the longesperiods

‘ (over eight years)as a prisoner ofwat, Is

B B released. Hewas the firstpilot to be downed
€ & 3nd detained during the VietnamWar.

Master Sergeant Juan Yaldez, the noncommlssmned
officer in charge of the Marine security guarc S8
detachment at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon, 452
is the last U.S. serviceman to leave Vietnam (& 3

1970s
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_leutenant Olga ECustodiobecomes the first

_atina to complete U.S. Air Force military

__ pilot training and the first woman T-38 Talon

@ flight instructor. After retiring, she will

becomethe first Latina commercial airline
captain.

Gloria Anzalduapublishes her nonfiction
book BoderlandgLa frontera: the New
Mestiza It becomes one of the most

- Influential books written by a Latina for

1980S the next 25 years.
]
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=== Stand and Delivers the first Hollywood feature

film where the entire film? scripting,
producing, financing, directing, and acting is
conducted by Hispanics. The film is the true
" | story of JamieEscalante, a Bolivian math

—teacher, in East Los Angeles, who prepares

poor, inner city students for college.

" @ ¥ Franklin ChangDiaz becomes the
&  first Hispanic in space. He speaks
M2 in Spanish to TV viewers from the
space shuttleColumbia
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Army Master Sgt. Roy Benavidez is awarded
the Congressional Medal of Hondior his
remarkable feats of valor in the Vietham War,
During the presentation, the president
remarked,0) £ OEA OOT OU 1|
| T OEA OAOEDPOh UI O xI
Richard E. Cavazos, a Korean War recipient

of the Distinguished Service Cross makes

m|I|tary hlstory as he s appomted the U.S.
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